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LISTING OF CLAIMS 



This listing cf claims will replace ail prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1. (Withdrawn) A thermal transfer assembly comprised of a thermal transfer 
5 ribbon, a covercoated transfer sheet, a film-forming glass frit, and metal 

oxide containing ceramic colorant, wherein: 

(a) said thermal transfer ribbon is comprised of a support and, 
disposed above said support, a ceramic ink layer; 

(b) said ceramic ink layer is comprised of a solid, volatilizable 
1 0 carbonaceous binder ,and 

(c) said covercoated transfer sheet is comprised of a support and a 
covercoat, wherein said covercoat is comprised of a solid, 
carbonaceous binder, 

(d) said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant is selected from the 
1 5 group consisting of metal oxide containing pigment, metal oxide 

containing opacifying agent, and mixtures thereof; and 

(e) said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant Is present in said 
ceramic ink layer and/or said covercoat. 

2. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim 1 , 
20 wherein said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant is present in said 

ceramic ink layer. 

3. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim t, 
wherein said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant present in said 
ceramic ink layer is a metal oxide containing pigment. 

25 4. (Withdrawn) A thermal transfer assembly comprised of a thermal transfer 

ribbon, a covercoated transfer sheet, a film forming glass frit, and metal 
oxide containing ceramic colorant wherein: 
(a) said thermal transfer ribbon is comprised of a support and, 
disposed above said support, a ceramic ink layer, wherein said 
30 ceramic ink layer is present at a coating weight of from about 2 to 

about 15 grams per square meter, and is comprised of from about 
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15 to about 94.5 weight percent of a soiid volatiiizable 
carbonaceous binder; 

(b) said covercoated transfer sheet is comprised of a support and „ 
disposed above said support, a covercoat, wherein said covercoat 

5 is present at a coating weight of from about t to about 20 grams 

per square meter and is comprised of from about 15 to about 94.5 
weight percent of a solid, volatilizable carbonaceous binder, and 

(c) said film-forming glass frit is present in a said ceramic ink layer 
and/or said covercoat; 

10 (d) said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant is selected from the 

group consisting of metal oxide containing pigment, metaf oxide 
containing opacifying agent, and mixtures thereof; and 
(e) said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant is present in said 
ceramic ink layer and/or said covercoat. 
15 5. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim 4, 

wherein said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant is present in said 
ceramic ink layer. 

6. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim 5, 
wherein said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant present in said 

20 ceramic ink layer is a metal oxide containing pigment. 

7. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim 4, 
wherein said solid, volatilizable carbonaeous binder, after it has been 
heated at a temperature greater than 500 degrees Celsius for at least 6 
minutes in an atmosphere containing at least about 15 volume percent of 

25 oxygen, is substantially volatilized such that less than about 5 weight 

percent of said volatilizable carbonaceous binder remains as a solid 
phase. 

8. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim 4, 
wherein said film-forming frit has a melting temperature of greater than 

30 about 300 degrees Celsius. 
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9. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim 4, 
wherein said metai oxide containing ceramic colorant has a particle size 
distribution such that substantially all of its particles are smaller than 
about 20 microns 

5 10. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim < 

wherein said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant has a first 
refractive index, such film-forming glass frit has a second refractive 
index, and the difference between said first refractive index and said 
second refractive index is at least about 0.1 . 
10 11. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim 4, 

wherein said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant has a first melting 
point, said film-forming glass frit has a second melting point, and said 
first melting point exceeds said second melting point by at least about 50 
degrees. 

15 12. (Withdrawn) The thermal transfer assembly as recited in claim 4, 

wherein said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant has a first 
concentration in said thermal transfer assembly, said film-forming glass 
frit has a second concentration in said thermal transfer assembly, and 
the ratio of said first concentration to said second concentration is no 
20 greater than about 1 .25. 

13. (Withdrawn) A thermal transfer assembly comprised of a thermal transfer 
ribbon, a covercoated transfer sheet, a film forming glass frit, and a 
metal oxide containing ceramic colorant, material, wherein: 
(a) said thermal transfer ribbon is comprised of a support and, 
25 disposed above said support, a ceramic ink layer, wherein said 

ceramic ink layer is present at a coating weight of from about 2 to 
about 15 grams per square meter and is comprised of from about 
15 to about 94.5 weight percent of a solid, volatilizable 
carbonaceous binder; 

30 (b) said covercoated transfer sheet is comprised of a support and , 

disposed above said support, a covercoat, wherein said covercoat 
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is present at a coating weight of from about 1 ro about 20 grams 
per square meter and is comprised of from about 15 to about 94.5 
weight percent of a solid, volatilizable carbonaceous binder; and 

(c) said film forming glass frit is present in at a level of from about 2 
weight percent to about 75 weight percent in said ceramic u& 
layer and/or said covercoat, 

(d) said metal oxide containing ceramic colorant is present at a lev$ 
greater than 0.5 weight percent in said ceramic ink layer and/or 
said covercoat, 

(e) said solid, volatilizable carbonaeous binder, after it has been 
heated at a temperature greater than 500 degrees Celsius for at 
least 6 minutes in an atmosphere containing at least about 15 
volume percent of oxygen, is substantially volatilized such that less 
than about 5 weight percent of said volatilizable carbonaceous 
binder remains as a solid phase, 

(f) said film-formina frit has a meltinn tRmnpratur* nmator 
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